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Developmental model of reading the non-pointed Hebrew
Amalia Bar-on, Ph.D

Abstract
Hebrew has two orthographic versions — pointedraotdpointed. The pointed orthography
is mainly used for reading instruction in first dea School texts for second and third grade
are still pointed, but this version is not useddred/these initial learning stages. The opaque
or deep non-pointed orthography is the defaultisaramong non-novice Hebrew readers.
Hebrew Readers face two major challenges in reaamgpointed wordsdentifying the
word encoded in the written stringndovercoming homography o illustrate the problem
of word identification, consider reading non-pointed TRQWBT>1n, astirkovet
‘compound'. There are in principle many possiblenglogical, non-lexical readings of this
written string in addition to the correct one. Waddntification challenges mainly the young
readers who encounter many unfamiliar non-pointectia: To illustrate the problem of
homography, consider reading a string such as BM@in context, which can be
interpreted as four legal wordsanu'they built',banu'we arrived'bnu'build, PI,IMP’, or
bno'his son'. Such homographic strings, which areg®we in non-pointed Hebrew,
challenge novice and even experienced readers.
The aim of the paper is to present a developmetudly of the linguistic processes which
enable Hebrew speakers to overcome these two ngalle171 Hebrew-speaking children
and adolescents in seven age/schooling groupsniiiegiand end of @ grade, &, 4", 7",
and 11" grade), and a group of adults, were administevedtésks of reading aloud non-
pointed pseudo words with morphological compositod homographic words in isolation
and in sentential context. Results indicate thiatafious Hebrew reading requires
morphological pattern recognition together with-tigwn reliance on morpho-syntactic-
semantic context cues. In addition, results pinpibie developmental milestones on the way

to efficient non-pointed word recognition in Hebrew

Keywords Hebreworthography, reading acquisition, morphologic&ntification, morpho-

syntactic-semantic context
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